THE R.A.G. HOCKEY NEWS, 3-20-10
HAIL TO THE CHAMPS
The big game was finally upon us, and the rink was standing room only.  Big Don’s Retreads were taking on the Gabby’s Oakleafs for the championship of the RAG Hockey League and possession of the coveted Ed Ross Cup.  Gabby’s boys had to be the favorite due to the way they cut through the playoffs, but Big Don had his boys ready!  Commissioner Russ Schram opened the scoring for the Treads when he pounced on a rebound the fired it past Leafs goaler Rick Abbott to give the Tiremen the lead just 50 seconds into the game.  The Retreads were rough and ready, and Gabby’s boys needed to get organized fast, but every rush was throttled by the Big Orange defense, and when Clay Scholz whacked in another rebound to give The Treads a 2-0 lead it looked like the Treads had to be taken seriously.  Gabby’s boys again revved up their  efforts, but to no avail as the Tread defense, John Lansky, Joe McDonald, Mike Dunn and Dave Pavelka, continued to blunt every rush.  When one of the Leafs did get through, Tread goaler Sami C. snuffed their chances like he snuffs out his old cigars!   The tension in the press box kept increasing as Stan and I both expected the powerful Leaf offense to explode, but  their was no ammo in their guns strong enough to get though the Treads.  Carl Belz sealed the deal for the Treads with a nice little deke and around a Leaf defender, then a quick hard shot that was past Ink before he had a chance to move!  It ended 3-0 and the Treads are the Champs.  When it came to game star, Stan just could not decide and broke with long standing tradition to name Sami C. and Commissioner Schram co-stars!  Congratulations to Big Don, and all his boys, you played well and deserved to win.
In other games, Trader Roy’s Bricks defeated a disinterested Pit 6-3, and Buddha’s Mighty Wind came from behind to nip The Graybeards 3-1, in spite of Eddie B.  

After the games, everyone gathered in the Arena Club Room for refreshments, where we all had great fun reflecting on another great season.  Thanks to our terrific Commissioners, Russ and Guy.  My hat is also off to our Team Captains, Big Don, Tony, Danny, Gabby, Trader Roy and Don who did a tremendous job getting subs and running their teams in a fair and equitable way!   Also big thanks to Geno “Chuck Wagon” Tauriainen for putting together our feast.  See you all at the Golf outing, May 1st at Glen Hurst (see Joe Wegher for details).  

 Buddha 
b.ventola@comcast.net, 
Do not forget to sign up for next year’s fun; entry blanks will be available on our web-site, http://sites.google.com/site/over60hockey/  
