RAG HOCKEY, 10/24/09
It was a great morning to sleep, but I resisted the urge, barely, and just made it to the rink on time to see the Buddha’s Mighty Wind take on the Trader Roy’s Bricks.  The Buddha’s were fired up when they saw their round little coach back from his Up North retreat and took off to a quick start when John Ronayne, Mike “The Flame”, Carlton and Bobby “Jet” Thomas scored first period goals to give the Buddha’s an early three goal lead.  It looked like it was going to be easy for the Wind, but the Bricks fought back with two quick goals, one by Bobby “The Dent” Jones, and another from Homer Holmstrom.  The Wind retaliated when Jet scored his second goal of the game, and Gary “Spitball” Taylor followed with his first of the year.  Homer scored his second of the game for the Bricks, but it was too little too late.  The Buddha’s notched their second win 5-3, and Stan picked Jet as his star of the game.  

At 9:30, Don Fawcett’s Retreads took on the first place Graybeards.  It is easy to see why the Beards are leading the league, their goals against average is a miniscule .5; that is just 3 goals against in six games.  The game started out as a defensive battle, no surprise there, but to Stan and my surprise, the Tread’s Mike Dunn found a rebound, usually as scarce as hen’s teeth in front of Robber, and scored the only goal of the first period to give the Tiremen a 1-0 lead.  The Beards were pressing to tie the game, when the Treads John Lansky snuck away and beat robber with a backhand to make it 2-0 Treads, maybe we all should be shooting backhands on Rob.  With eight minutes left, The Flying Finn finally scored for the Beard to cut the Tread lead to 2-1.  The game was still up for grabs, and the Tread grabbed away, grabbed jerseys, grabbed sticks and did everything the could to stop the relentless attack of the Beards.  The Beards pulled their goaler for an extra attacker, but our sly old commissioner, Russ Schram, stole the puck and iced the game for the Tread with an empty net goal.  It was a sweet victory for the Tire men who had single-handedly doubled the goals against average of the Beards.  Stan picked the Treads debonair little goaltender, Sami Cracchiolo as his star of the game.  
At 10:30, the high flying Pit hosted Gabby’s Oakleafs.  The flu seemed to be going through the Leafs as they had five subs; Gabby had been on the phone so much that he will have to stay out of the Flight Club for the rest of the month so he can pay his bill.  

The Oakleafs started fast and lead 3-0 at the end of the first period on goals by Eddie Z, Bob Bowen, and C, T, or me Layne who had flown in just for the game.  The twins, Linkous and Eliassen combined for the lone Pit goal to make it 3-1 in an attempt to come back, but the flaming Yellow were too much for them this day as Smiling Mike Whitfield and Bob Bowen scored late goal to ice the fate of the Pit 5-1.  Stan chooses Rick Abbott as his star of the game.  
A great big public thanks to Cub Reporter Mike “NBD” Beals for so ably filling in.  Not only is he funny, he takes his pay in Twinkies!

Love Ya, 

Buddha

b.ventola@comcast.net
This and all copies of THE RAG are available on our web site, along with some other interesting shit;

http://over60hockey.googlepages.com
