THE R.A.G. HOCKEY NEWS, 2/27/10
OAKLEAFS CONTINUE THEIR PLAYOFF DOMINANCE
The third week of the exciting R & G playoffs provided several surprising results as the round robin battles on ice continue.  The Oakleafs are trying to pull away, while the rest of us continue to beat each other up as we attempt to claw our way to a spot in that 9:30 R & G Playoff Championship game on March 20th.  It kind of reminds me of a NASCAR race where one car cruses along in the lead while those behind continue to swap paint in their attempt to gain on the leader.  Unfortunately, it will take more than some paint to make what we do look good!

 The 8:30 game had my beloved Pit (yes, I love them again after a couple games away and several cases of Corona while on sabbatical in Mexico), going up against the ever dangerous Retreads coming off their exciting (?) shoot out win in week #2.  This game would match the subbing talents of the Pit management team against those of the Professor “Big Don” Fawcett.  Each had combed the sub lists for talent and each team had 4 subs playing.  After everyone had introduced themselves to each other in the respective dressing rooms, the game began and the Treads jumped out to a lead with sub Bobby Bowen scoring first.  Shortly after that I was able to slip one past Sami on a nice pass from one of our subs, a fellow baldy, “Crasher” Jim Miller.  Shortly after that I was able to return the favor and the “Crasher” jammed a second goal past the Treads keeper of the twine.  The first period ended with the Pit in an unfamiliar position…leading in a game.  While sitting on the bench between periods, and trying to figure out what to do next, we realized that our odd-couple leaders (Danny Boy and “Tony the B”) in their absentmindedness had forgotten to solidify the handling of the most important aspect of our Saturday frivolity…they forgot to assure that some brought the celebratory libation for after the game.  This thoroughly pissed off the team and we entered the second period with vengeance.  The first goal of the second period was scored by our second sub, Mr. “C T or Me” Joel Layne, followed by a second goal by “Crasher” Miller, then another goal by yours truly as I flashed my tan line at Sami, he gagged, and I beat him on a nice pass from Ed Wertanen. The game ended with a TLTL goal by “Theater” Tom Berry.  FINALLY, my beloved Pit went to our very, very dry dressing room with our first win in ??? weeks.  Stan awarded the star of the game to yours truly…probably because of the nude beach photos that I brought back for him from Mexico.
The 9:30 game had the hot “Flaming Yellow” Oakleafs extending their leadership in the playoff race with a surging show of power over the Mighty Wind.  The Leafs took all the wind out of Buddha’s crew in the first period with a parade of goals by Sub Bobby Bowen, Bullseye Ed Harmon, followed by one by Zippy Ed Zellner, and then a Dipsy-do goal by the old sailor, Harold Ford.  Trying everything they could muster - the vocal encouragement of the shy and quiet McSween, and the cunning strategies of the Buddha…the Wind was out of Twinkies and had no “Clue” how to solve “Mr. Mustard” “Inky” Abbott who was standing tall in the nets for the Leafs.  Bullseye Harmon added a second goal in the second half to finalize a 5-0 shutout win for the Leafs.  Gabby was last seen skipping merrily into the Leafs dressing room with his BIG box of chocolates and undefeated in the playoffs.  Stan’s star of the game went to “Inky” “Mr. Mustard” Abbott who did it in the nets with a goalie stick for his shutoff performance.
At 10:30, our resident used car peddler had his Brick’s pumped up to continue their quest to overtake Gabby’s Leafs in the playoff hunt.  The game’s first goal was a beauty by the Brick’s as Tim Dwojak picked a waist high pass from Dent’s Jones out of the air and drilled it past the started Graybeard sub goalie Eddie Buchin in one Ted Williams type motion.  This was followed by another Brick goal, this time by Robo-Cop Dan Wroblewski on another pass by Dents.  The period ended with a goal by the subbing 
“C, T, or Me” Joel Layne for the Beards to tighten up the contest.  The second half had Homer exerting the Bricks “will to win” on the struggling Beards with another goal from yes, still another feed from Dents Jones.  The game ended with a goal from Al Leskun which wasTLTL.  With their 3 to 2 win, the stage is set for an epic battle for round robin supremacy as the Bricks match up against the undefeated Leafs in next week’s match ups.  Stan awarded the star of the game to the unselfish Dents Jones for his 3 helper performance.
Week #4 of the R & G Playoffs might provide a game for the ages (or should that be a game for the aged?) as the Leafs meet the Bricks.  Whatever, next week should be another great playoff weekend for all of us.  See you at the rink!
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